
AGENDA ITEM 13.(h)
MEETING DATE April 15, 2026

SOLANO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD AGENDA ITEM

TO: Members of the Governing Board

SUBJECT: CONTRACT AWARD TO DOWDLE & SONS 
MECHANICAL, INC. FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
FOR THE FAIRFIELD CAMPUS HYDRONIC SYSTEM 
MODERNIZATION - PHASE I PROJECT

 REQUESTED ACTION:

Information     OR Approval
Consent            OR Non-Consent

SUMMARY:
Board approval is requested for award of a contract to Dowdle & Sons Mechanical, Inc. for the 
Fairfield Campus Hydronic System Modernization – Phase 1 Project.  This project consists of a 
major modernization of deficient sections of the existing hydronic piping distribution system on the 
Fairfield Campus. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

STUDENT SUCCESS IMPACT:
Help our students achieve their educational, professional and personal goals 
Basic skills education
Workforce development and training
Transfer-level education
Other: Renovate instructional space and update equipment.

Ed. Code: NA              Board Policy: NA        Estimated Fiscal Impact:  $11,622,700.00 Measure Q Funds                                                                             

SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVAL  DISAPPROVAL
 NOT REQUIRED  TABLE

Susan Wheet
Vice President, Finance & Administration

PRESENTER’S NAME

4000 Suisun Valley Road
Fairfield, CA 94534

ADDRESS Kellie Sims Butler, Ph.D.
Superintendent-President

(707) 864-7209
TELEPHONE NUMBER

Susan Wheet
Vice President, Finance & Administration April 15, 2026

VICE PRESIDENT APPROVAL DATE APPROVED BY
SUPERINTENDENT-PRESIDENT

April 2, 2026
DATE SUBMITTED TO

SUPERINTENDENT-PRESIDENT
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AGENDA ITEM 13.(h)
MEETING DATE April 15, 2026

SOLANO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD AGENDA ITEM

TO: Members of the Governing Board

SUBJECT: CONTRACT AWARD TO DOWDLE & SONS 
MECHANICAL, INC. FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
FOR THE FAIRFIELD CAMPUS HYDRONIC SYSTEM 
MODERNIZATION - PHASE I PROJECT

SUMMARY:

CONTINUED FROM THE PREVIOUS PAGE

Sealed bids for this Project were due on March 26, 2026. Per Public Contract Code section 20651.5, 
the District required that all General Contractors “prequalify” in order to bid on this project. A total 
of six (6) General Contractors prequalified, and two (2) submitted bids for the Hydronic System 
Modernization – Phase 1 Project. 

Bids received were as follows: 
    
CONTRACTOR BASE BID + ALTERNATES TOTAL BID AMOUNT
Dowdle & Sons Mechanical, Inc $10,802,000.00 $11,622,700.00
Matrix HG, Inc. $11,579,946.30 $12,378,256.60

   *Total Bid Amount includes the Base Bid, Alternates #01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 08, and an Owner’s Allowance.

It was determined that Dowdle & Sons Mechanical, Inc. submitted the lowest responsible and 
responsive bid.  It is recommended that the Board award a contract to Dowdle & Sons Mechanical, 
Inc. for the Total Bid Amount of $11,622,700.00.

The agreement is available online at: https://welcome.solano.edu/measureq/approved-contracts/ 
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	260415 Contract Dowdle & Sons.pdf
	01_00 52 13 Agreement_Add 4
	1. The Work:  Contractor agrees to furnish all tools, equipment, apparatus, facilities, labor, and material necessary to perform and complete in a good and workmanlike manner, the work of the following project:
	2. The Contract Documents:  The complete Contract consists of all Contract Documents as defined in the General Conditions and incorporated herein by this reference.  Any and all obligations of the District and Contractor are fully set forth and described in the Contract Documents.  All Contract Documents are intended to cooperate so that any Work called for in one and not mentioned in the other or vice versa is to be executed the same as if mentioned in all Contract Documents.
	3. Interpretation of Contract Documents:  Should any question arise concerning the intent or meaning of Contract Documents, including the Drawings or Specifications, the question shall be submitted to the District for interpretation.  If a conflict exists in the Contract Documents, valid, written modifications, beginning with the most recent, shall control over this Agreement (if any), which shall control over the Special Conditions, which shall control over any Supplemental Conditions, which shall control over the General Conditions, which shall control over the remaining Division 0 documents, which shall control over Division 1 Documents which shall control over Division 2 through Division 49 documents, which shall control over figured dimensions, which shall control over large-scale drawings, which shall control over small-scale drawings.  In the case of a discrepancy or ambiguity solely between and among the Drawings and Specifications, the discrepancy or ambiguity shall be resolved in favor of the interpretation that will provide District with the functionally complete and operable Project described in the Drawings and Specifications.  In no case shall a document calling for lower quality and/or quantity material or workmanship control.  The decision of the District in the matter shall be final.
	4. Time for Completion:  It is hereby understood and agreed that the Work under this Contract shall be completed by January 29th, 2027 (“Contract Time”).
	5. Completion - Extension of Time:  Should the Contractor fail to complete this Contract, and the Work provided herein, within the time fixed for completion, due allowance being made for the contingencies provided for herein, the Contractor shall become liable to the District for all loss and damage that the District may suffer on account thereof.  The Contractor shall coordinate its Work with the Work of all other contractors.  The District shall not be liable for delays resulting from Contractor's failure to coordinate its Work with other contractors in a manner that will allow timely completion of Contractor's Work.  Contractor shall be liable for delays to other contractors caused by Contractor's failure to coordinate its Work with the Work of other contractors.
	6. Liquidated Damages:  Time is of the essence for all work under this Agreement.  It is hereby understood and agreed that it is and will be difficult and/or impossible to ascertain and determine the actual damage that the District will sustain in the event of and by reason of Contractor's delay; therefore, Contractor agrees that it shall pay to the District the sum of FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($ 5,000.00) per day as liquidated damages for each and every day's delay beyond the time herein prescribed in completion of the Work.
	7. Loss Or Damage:  The District and its agents and authorized representatives shall not in any way or manner be answerable or suffer loss, damage, expense, or liability for any loss or damage that may happen to the Work, or any part thereof, or in or about the same during its construction and before acceptance, and the Contractor shall assume all liabilities of every kind or nature arising from the Work, either by accident, negligence, theft, vandalism, or any cause whatsoever; and shall hold the District and its agents and authorized representatives harmless from all liability of every kind and nature arising from accident, negligence, or any cause whatsoever.
	8. Limitation Of District Liability:  District’s financial obligations under this Contract shall be limited to the payment of the compensation provided in this Contract.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Contract, in no event shall District be liable, regardless of whether any claim is based on contract or tort, for any special, consequential, indirect or incidental damages, including, but not limited to, lost profits or revenue, lost bonding capacity, arising out of or in connection with this Contract for the services performed in connection with this Contract.
	9. Insurance and Bonds:  Prior to issuance of the Notice to Proceed by the District, Contractor shall provide all required certificates of insurance, insurance endorsements, and payment and performance bonds as evidence thereof.
	10. Prosecution of Work:  If the Contractor should neglect to prosecute the Work properly or fail to perform any provisions of this Contract, the District, may, pursuant to the General Conditions and without prejudice to any other remedy it may have, make good such deficiencies and may deduct the cost thereof from the payment then or thereafter due the Contractor.
	11. Authority of Architect, Project Inspector, and DSA: Contractor hereby acknowledges that the Architect(s), the Project Inspector(s), and the Division of the State Architect (“DSA”) have authority to approve and/or suspend Work if the Contractor’s Work does not comply with the requirements of the Contract Documents, Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, and all applicable laws and regulations.  The Contractor shall be liable for any delay caused by its non-compliant Work.
	12. Assignment of Contract:  Neither the Contract, nor any part thereof, nor any moneys due or to become due thereunder, may be assigned by the Contractor without the prior written approval of the District, nor without the written consent of the Surety on the Contractor's Performance Bond (the “Surety”), unless the Surety has waived in writing its right to notice of assignment.
	13. Classification of Contractor’s License:  Contractor hereby acknowledges that it currently holds valid Type B-General Contractor's license(s) issued by the State of California, Contractors’ State License Board, in accordance with division 3, chapter 9, of the Business and Professions Code and in the classification called for in the Contract Documents.
	14. Registration as Public Works Contractor:  The Contractor and all Subcontractors currently are registered as public works contractors with the Department of Industrial Relations, State of California, in accordance with Labor Code section 1771.1.
	15. Payment of Prevailing Wages:  The Contractor and all Subcontractors shall pay all workers on all Work performed pursuant to this Contract not less than the general prevailing rate of per diem wages and the general prevailing rate for holiday and overtime work as determined by the Director of the Department of Industrial Relations, State of California, for the type of work performed and the locality in which the work is to be performed within the boundaries of the District, pursuant to sections 1770 et seq. of the California Labor Code.
	16. Labor Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement:  This Project is subject to labor compliance monitoring and enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations pursuant to Labor Code section 1771.4 and Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations.  Contractor specifically acknowledges and understands that it shall perform the Work of this Agreement while complying with all the applicable provisions of Division 2, Part 7, Chapter 1, of the Labor Code, including, without limitation, the requirement that the Contractor and all of its Subcontractors shall timely submit complete and accurate electronic certified payroll records as required by the Contract Documents, or the District may not issue payment.
	17. Contract Price:  In consideration of the foregoing covenants, promises, and agreements on the part of the Contractor, and the strict and literal fulfillment of each and every covenant, promise, and agreement, and as compensation agreed upon for the Work and construction, erection, and completion as aforesaid, the District covenants, promises, and agrees that it will well and truly pay and cause to be paid to the Contractor in full, and as the full Contract Price and compensation for construction, erection, and completion of the Work hereinabove agreed to be performed by the Contractor, the following price:
	ELEVEN MILLION SIX HUNDRED TWENTY-TWO THOUSAND SEVEN HUDRED DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($11,622,700.00)
	18. Owner’s Allowance: Included in the Contract Price above is a ten percent (10% Percent) allowance for the Owner’s use only, for the following price:
	EIGHT HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($820,700.00)
	The above allowance shall only be used by authorization by the Owner. Contractor shall not bill for or be due any portion of this allowance unless the District has identified specific work, Contractor has submitted price for that work or the District has proposed a price for that work, the District has accepted the cost for that work, and the District has prepared a change order incorporating that work. Contractor hereby authorizes the District to execute a unilateral deductive Change Order at or near the end of the Project for all or any portion of the Allowance no allocated.
	19. ALTERNATE #01: Included in the Contract Price above is Alternate #01, per description on sheet G-0.0, for the following price:
	ONE MILLION FOUR HUNDRED SEVENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($1,470,000.00)
	20. ALTERNATE #02: Included in the Contract Price above is Alternate #02, per description on sheet G-0.0, for the following price:
	ONE HUNDRED NINETY-SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($197,000.00)
	21. ALTERNATE #03: Included in the Contract Price above is Alternate #03, per description on sheet G-0.0, for the following price:
	ONE HUNDRED FOURTY-SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($147,000.00)
	22. ALTERNATE #04: Included in the Contract Price above is Alternate #04, per description on sheet G-0.0, for the following price:
	ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($157,000.00)
	23. ALTERNATE #05: Included in the Contract Price above is Alternate #05, per description on sheet G-0.0, for the following price:
	FOUR HUNDRED NINETY-SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($497,000.00)
	24. ALTERNATE #06: Included in the Contract Price above is Alternate #06, per description on sheet G-0.0, for the following price:
	DOLLARS AND xx/100 ($  )
	25. ALTERNATE #07: Included in the Contract Price above is Alternate #07, per description on sheet G-0.0, for the following price:
	DOLLARS AND xx/100 ($  )
	26. ALTERNATE #08: Included in the Contract Price above is Alternate #08, per description on sheet G-0.0, for the following price:
	ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($127,000.00)
	27. No Representations:  No representations have been made other than as set forth in writing in the Contract Documents, including this Agreement.  Each of the Parties to this Agreement warrants that it has carefully read and understood the terms and conditions of this Agreement and all Contract Documents, and that it has not relied upon the representations or advice of any other Party or any attorney not its own.
	28. Entire Agreement:  The Contract Documents, including this Agreement, set forth the entire agreement between the parties hereto and fully supersede any and all prior agreements, understandings, written or oral, between the parties hereto pertaining to the subject matter thereof.
	29. Severability:  If any term, covenant, condition, or provision in any of the Contract Documents is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void or unenforceable, the remainder of the provisions in the Contract Documents shall remain in full force and effect and shall in no way be affected, impaired, or invalidated thereby.
	30. Authority of Signatories:  Each party has the full power and authority to enter into and perform this Contract, and the person signing this Contract on behalf of each party has been properly authorized and empowered to enter into this Contract. This Contract may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original.  For this Agreement, and for all Contract Documents requiring a signature, a facsimile or electronic signature shall be deemed to be the equivalent of the actual original signature.  All counterparts so executed shall constitute one Contract binding all the Parties hereto.
	[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE]

	02_00 61 13.16 Payment Bond
	03_00 61 13.13 Performance Bond
	04_00 45 26 Workers Compensation Certification
	a. By being insured against liability to pay compensation by one or more insurers duly authorized to write compensation insurance in this state; and/or
	b. By securing from the Director of Industrial Relations a certificate of consent to self-insure, which may be given upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the Director of Industrial Relations of ability to self-insure and to pay any compensation that may become due to his employees.

	05_00 45 46. 01 Prevailing Wage and Related Labor Requirements Certification
	06_00 45 46.02 DVBE Participation Cert
	PART I – Method of Compliance with DVBE Participation Goals.  Check the appropriate box to indicate your method of committing the contract dollar amount.
	PART II – Contacts.  To identify DVBE subcontractors/suppliers for participation in your contract, you must contact each of the following categories.  You should contact several DVBE organizations.
	PART III – Advertisement.  You must advertise for DVBE participation in both a trade and focus paper.  List the advertisement you place to solicit DVBE participation.  Advertisements should be published at least fourteen (14) days prior to bid/proposal opening; if you cannot advertise fourteen (14) days prior, advertisements should be published as soon as possible.  Advertisements must include that your firm is seeking DVBE participation, the project name and location, and you firm’s name, your contact person, and telephone number.  Attach copies of advertisements to this form.
	PART IV – DVBE Solicitations.  List DVBE subcontractors/suppliers that were invited to bid.  Use the following instructions to complete the remainder of this section (read the three columns as a sentence from left to right).  If you need additional space to list DVBE solicitations, please use a separate page and attach to this form.

	07_00 45 46.03 Drug-Free Workplace Certification
	a. Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation, possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the person’s or organization’s workplace and specifying actions which will be taken against employees for violations of the prohibition.
	b. Establishing a drug-free awareness program to inform employees about all of the following:
	(1) The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace.
	(2) The person’s or organization’s policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace.
	(3) The availability of drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee-assistance programs.
	(4) The penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations.

	c. Requiring that each employee engaged in the performance of the contract or grant be given a copy of the statement required above, and that, as a condition of employment on the contract or grant, the employee agrees to abide by the terms of the statement.

	08_00 45 46.04 Tobacco-Free Environment Certification
	09_00 45 46.05 Hazardous Materials Certification
	1. Contractor hereby certifies that no asbestos, or asbestos-containing materials, polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB), or any material listed by the federal or state Environmental Protection Agency or federal or state health agencies as a hazardous material, or any other material defined as being hazardous under federal or state laws, rules, or regulations, (“New Hazardous Material”), shall be furnished, installed, or incorporated in any way into the Project or in any tools, devices, clothing, or equipment used to affect any portion of Contractor's work on the Project for District.
	2. Contractor further certifies that it has instructed its employees with respect to the above-mentioned standards, hazards, risks, and liabilities.
	3. Asbestos and/or asbestos-containing material shall be defined as all items containing but not limited to chrysotile, crocidolite, amosite, anthophyllite, tremolite, and actinolite.  Any or all material containing greater than one-tenth of one percent (0.1%) asbestos shall be defined as asbestos-containing material.
	4. Any disputes involving the question of whether or not material is New Hazardous Material shall be settled by electron microscopy or other appropriate and recognized testing procedure, at the District’s determination.  The costs of any such tests shall be paid by Contractor if the material is found to be New Hazardous Material.
	5. All Work or materials found to be “New Hazardous Material” or Work or material installed with equipment containing “New Hazardous Material” will be immediately rejected and this Work will be removed at Contractor's expense at no additional cost to the District.
	6. Contractor has read and understood the document titled Hazardous Materials Procedures & Requirements, and shall comply with all the provisions outlined therein. Contractor certifies that it is knowledgeable of, and shall comply with, all laws applicable to the Work including, but not limited to, all federal, state, and local laws, statutes, standards, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the Work.

	10_00 45 46.06 Lead-Based Materials Certification
	(1) Contractor's work may disturb lead-containing building materials.
	(2) Contractor shall notify the District if any work may result in the disturbance of lead-containing building materials.
	(3) Contractor shall comply with the Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule, if lead-based paint is disturbed in a six-square-foot or greater area indoors or a 20-square-foot or greater area outdoors.
	1. Lead as a Health Hazard
	2. Overview of Law
	a. Demolition or salvage of structures where lead or materials containing lead are present;
	b. Removal or encapsulation of materials containing lead;
	c. New construction, alteration, repair, or renovation of structures, substrates, or portions thereof, that contain lead, or materials containing lead;
	d. Installation of products containing lead;
	e. Lead contamination/emergency cleanup;
	f. Transportation, disposal, storage, or containment of lead or materials containing lead on the site or location at which construction activities are performed; and
	g. Maintenance operations associated with the construction activities described in the subsection.

	3. Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule, Section 402(c)(3) of the Toxic Substances Control Act
	4. Contractor’s Liability
	1. HAS RECEIVED NOTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL LEAD-BASED MATERIALS ON THE OWNER'S PROPERTY;
	2. IS KNOWLEDGEABLE REGARDING AND WILL COMPLY WITH ALL APPLICABLE LAWS, RULES, AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING WORK WITH, AND DISPOSAL, OF LEAD.

	11_00 45 46.07 Imported Materials Certification
	12_00 45 46.08 Sex Offender Registration Certification - OPTIONAL
	13_00 45 49 Registered Subcontractors List




